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OFA RUINED NATION 


Last month, the soldiers of the Khilāfah, with 
sledgehammers in hand, revived the Sunnah 
of their father Ibrāhīm (‘alayhis-salam) when 
they laid waste to the shirki legacy of a nation 
that had long passed from the face of the 
Earth. They entered the ruins of the ancient 
Assyrians in Wilayat Ninawa and demolished 
their statues, sculptures, and engravings of 
idols and kings. This caused an outcry from the 
enemies of the Islamic State, who were furious 
at losing a “treasured heritage.” The mujahidin, 
however, were not the least bit concerned 
about the feelings and sentiments of the kuffar, 
just as Ibrahim was not concerned about the 








feelings and sentiments of his people when he 
destroyed their idols. 


With the kuffar up in arms over the large-scale 
destruction at the hands of the Islamic State, the 
actions of the mujahidin had not only emulated 
Ibrahtm’s (‘alayhis-salam) destruction of the 
idols of his people and Prophet Muhammad’s 
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) destruction of 
the idols present around the Ka’bah when he 
conquered Makkah, but had also served to 
enrage the kuffar, a deed that in itself is beloved 
to Allah. 


{Nor do they tread on any ground that enrages 
the kuffar, nor do they inflict upon an enemy 
any infliction but that is registered for them as 
a righteous deed} [At-Tawbah: 120]. 


The kuffar had unearthed these statues and 
ruins in recent generations and attempted 
to portray them as part of a cultural heritage 
and identity that the Muslims of Iraq should 
embrace and be proud of. Yet this opposes 
the guidance of Allah and His Messenger and 
only serves a nationalist agenda that severely 
dilutes the wala’ that is required of the 


Muslims towards their Lord. It was not 
the people of the kafir nations that the 
Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
was instructed to revere and identify 
himself with. Rather, he was instructed 
to identify with and emulate the 
example of his father Ibrahim (‘alayhis- 
Salam) and those with him. 


{There has already been for you an 
excellent example in Ibrahim and those 
with him, when they said to their 
people, “Indeed, we are disassociated 
from you and from whatever you 
worship other than Allah. We have 
rejected you, and there has appeared 
between us and you animosity and 
hatred forever until you believe in Allah 
alone”} [Al-Mumtahanah: 4]. 


Furthermore, the Qur’an frequently 
mentions — in numerous ayat — that 
many nations of shirk had been 
destroyed for disbelieving in Allah and 
His messengers and persisting upon 
their shirk. 


{And how many have We destroyed 
from the generations after Nuh} [AI- 
Isra’: 17]. 
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{Say, “Travel through the land and observe how was the 
end of those before. Most of them were mushrikin’ } [Ar- 
Rum: 42]. 


{Have they not traveled through the land and seen how 
was the end of those before them? Allah destroyed 
[everything] over them} [Muhammad: 10]. 


Thus, we are meant to take a lesson from those 
disbelieving nations that came before us and avoid what 
led to their destruction, as opposed to unearthing and 
preserving their statues and putting them on display for 
people to admire. 


This is highlighted by the fact that Allah 
had preserved the body of Fir’awn, not 
to be admired but rather so that the 
people would take a lesson from him. 


{So this day We shall deliver your (dead) 
body (out from the sea) that you may 
be a sign to those who come after you!} 
[Yunus: 92]. 


That we are meant to take the ruined 
peoples and nations as a lesson was 
further emphasized by the Prophet 
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) who said, 
“Do not enter upon the dwellings of 
these punished nations except while 
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you are weeping, lest you are 
afflicted with the likes of what 
afflicted them” [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim]. 


Such nations were destroyed for 
worshipping others besides Allah 
and rejecting his prophets. Their 
disbelief and enmity towards the 
truth reached the extent that they 
even had the audacity to mock 
the prophets and the signs and 
miracles that they displayed, and 
even threaten to kill them. So Allah 
humiliated them and left their 
dwellings on display to be seen by 
the generations that would come 
after them, not to gaze upon 
them with admiration, but to look 
at them with disgust and hatred, 
coupled with the fear of falling 
into shirk and being afflicted 
with the same punishment they 
had tasted. And in this regard, 
there are notable words spoken 
by Ibrahim (‘alayhis-salam) 
who, despite being amongst the 
greatest of Allah’s messengers 
and becoming known for his bold 
stance against the shirk of his 
people, deemed it necessary to 
seek Allah’s protection from the 
evil of shirk. 


{And [mention], when lbrahtm 
said, “My Lord, make this city 
[Makkah] secure and keep me and 
my sons away from worshipping 
idols. My Lord, indeed they 
have led astray many among the 
people”’} [Ibrahim: 35-36]. 


May Allah cleanse all Muslims’ 
lands of the idols of both the past 
and the present. 





